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ABSTRACT 

Research into the darker aspects of human nature is necessary to understand the deeper significance of human 

qualities. The unfairness that one person imposes on others is one of those. In the study, one personality 

feature—the urge to commit crimes—is discussed. This trait is used to evaluate the human brain and determine 

what causes people to act in certain ways. Let's dig a little further and talk about how genre plays a significant 

influence in literature. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Every detective narrative changes as crime and mystery are present. Any unresolved dispute contains mystery, 

suspense, and excitement as its core elements. It is important to identify the crime's root cause, which creates the 

enigma. Finding the suspect is a difficult undertaking, but every narrative has a detective that the story's author 

hires. 

"Crime is common", according to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, indicating that it is pervasive and has taken on 

various forms in its own unique way. 

This particular genre has stretched its dimensions in multiple ways namely: The mystery story, the crime story, 

the problem story, the police story, the thriller story, the spy thriller story and the detective story. 

Spy thrillers generally introduce the enemy or the opponent at the beginning of the story. You can find the 

detective story leading to the solution to the crime by the punishment and arrest at the beginning. 

The detective short story can have a beginning, middle and an end. Each of the nods is revealed by the crime 

detective who finds the mystery and gives the pure justice to the victim. There are various elements involved in 

the detective stories like uncovering, inspection, identification, diversion, chasing, disclosing and anxiety. These 

elements may or may not be found in some of the short stories depending on the narration and the style of the 

narrator. 

“Evil is not something superhuman, it’s something less than human” (316) 

The mystery can be solved by either a detective or any other force like a police which also comes under the 

category of the detective genre. Every crime is given a hidden clue and the finding of it becomes the story more 

interesting and thrilling. The suspicious murder surrounded by thesuspect’s hidden things are the elements of the 

genre. Once the mystery is found, there are a lot of reasons found for the cause of the effect. The effect forwards 

our mind to find the cause. Thus, it is meant that without a cause, there is nothing called effect. 

When it comes to crime fiction, it has various sub-genres like sexual crime, cyber-crime, organized crime, white 

collar crime, blue- collar crime, corporate crime and many more. 

A puzzle is the focus in the detective story where it reveals the other personalities from the human beings. It is 

tricky to find the reason for the crime, as the cause is enormous which leads to different dimensions of crimes. 

When you come to the term crime and mystery, both are very vast as they are linked with personality traits. In 

literature, the tool of crime has the features, as it starts at the start of the story which serves as the driving force 

of the narrative. Thus, there is always the justice needed for the soul which is being affected. People get fear of 

JAC : A Journal Of Composition Theory

Volume XI, Issue XI, NOVEMBER 2018

ISSN : 0731-6755

Page No: 84



the injustice which happens to the victim, but the justice provided is the only solution for the crime done. It is 

not only the punishment which is the right choice of the crime made. The real victory will be the absence of 

petty crime in the world. 

To analyze this, we need to know the factors that made a person commit the sin. 

What kinds of mythologies we have learnt during our childhood days? 

What has shaped our culture? 

What is our historical value? 

How do political and legal systems shape our world? 

What kinds of crime are to be highlighted to the people? 

Ian Fleming, in his novel: Goldfinger he states that “Prohibition is the trigger of crime”. When there is 

restriction to any cause, then there comes the rise of crime. Too much liberty or too much freedom leads to the 

risk side of the human race. 

There are many reasons for the crime to happen. Some of the factors are poverty, where this is the easy and 

common one which tempts the human to make the error. As people couldn’t afford to live securely, people take 

up criminal activities to get a better life. The division between rich and poor is the direct means which makes the 

reason more powerful. According to the “National Crime Records Bureau”, theft has become a common crime in 

India where in turn poverty is the strong reason which leads to the life of crime. 

Racism is the strong feature which prevails in the human psyche and it has been a practice to mock others due to 

the color complexion. Thus, extreme hatred towards one's skin complexion leads to the multiple ways to exhibit 

the cruel act of crime. 

“That, and so many other smaller incidents in my life, made me realize that language, even more than color, 

defines who you are to people” (189). This line stated in “Born A Crime” states that more than the color, the 

language plays a vital role to judge a person. Thus, we get to know that both racism and language are involved as 

the factor which exhibits the crime act. 

Another factor would be religion. Our society is still divided with this term. Many people misinterpret the term 

and mislead the society, thus ending up in crime. Though we are in the 21st century where we are progressing in 

many ideas, religion is one of the factors that lies as the cause of many crimes. Many innocent people lost their 

lives because of the old stereotypes followed which are real demons for the human race. 

There are still many reasons, and the impact of the background can also be one of the reasons. This can be 

family pressure or the lack of proper education, the commitment imposed on the individual. This can lead one 

individual to the great extent of risk to himself as well as to the society. 

Other reasons which can be discussed are the impact of trauma in one's life which is one of the reasons for the 

crime. The unresolved conflict rises to the abnormal behavior which in turn makes the crime to find justice. This 

is the crucial trait of human nature as the suspect attempts to do injustice to bring justice to the trauma he or she 

faced. This involves harming oneself or others or a set of the community. Thus, there are still various factors 

which are there to commit the crime. 

This paper: “Crime and Justice: A Societal Perspective” is not the problem of one person, it is the study of the 

society problem. When one needs the study of the term “crime”, one must learn the societal problem where 

numerous interpretations can be given to make human harmony free from evil traits. 
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